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Students Demand 
Crackdown at GU 


On Privacy Probes 


By Martin Weil 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


The Georgetown University 
student councils, expressing 
frear for student privacy, 
have asked the seoool to 
crack down on investigatons 
by governmnent and business 
investigators. 

In a resolution passed last 
week, the five councils stated 
jointly that they did not be- 
lieve student rights to privacy 
were sufficiently safeguarded 
at Georgetown now. They 
asked, that: 

• Investigators be barred 
from campus unless author- 
ized by specified members of 
the administrat ion. 

• Dormitory counselors be 
forbidden to talk to investiga- 
tors about stude nts. 

• Academic data be re- 
leased only with student ap- 
proval. 

Georgetown has expressed 
its own concern for the stu- 
dens’ rights of privacy. In a 
memorandum, issued before 
the suudent meeting, it clari- 
fied its position on investiga- 
tions, noting that data on 
grades may be issued to an 
authorized government inves- 
tigator on request, but thah 
the personnel folder may not 
be turned over to anyone. 

Disciplinary information, 
the University said, is in other 
files, accessible only to the 
Director of Sludent Person- 
nel, the Rev. Anthony J. Zeits, 
S.J. 


In their resolution, the five 
student councils, representing 
Goergetown’s five undergra- 
duate schools, recognized the 
existence of the University’s 
policy memorandum, but del- 
cred they still feared their 
rights to be inadequately 
protected. 

They contended that “any 
intelligence divulged by a 
(dormitory counsellor) ... re- 
presents a violation of the 
trust he maintains with his 
charges.” 

Permissiion Required 

The University said yester- 
day that investigators are 
sometimes permitted to talk 
with the counselors, but only 
after getting permission from 
father Zeits. 

However, Brendan Sullivan, 
third-year law student serving 
as supervisor of counsellors in 
one dormitory, said that they 
were not often questioned, 
and that as law and medical 
students, they wje all well 
trained in respecting the prin- 
ciple of confidentiality. 

University officials said that 
student records were not 
handed over physically to in- 
vestigators, even before the 
memorandum, although some 
professors and students say 
they feel i tmay have been 
done. 

One of he most active inves- 
tigative organizations is the 
U.S. Civil Service.. Commis- 


sion. Its director of personnel 
investigations has noted that 
though employment screening 
it demands “information from 
college administrators and fo- 
culfy members about former 
students. (Investigators) seek 
to enlist cooeperation in the 
pursiuit of excellence in the 
Federal service.” 

In recent months, said Prof. 
Gunther Ruff, questions asked 
by inve tigators, in and out of 
government, have been increa- 
singly personal, and have 
concerned such topics as 
“emotional stability,” drinking 
and sex habits and political 
attitudes and affihstions. 

'Rather than quustions abot 
Communist or subversive affi- 
liations, he said, the political 
questions dealt with topDcs 
such as participation in civil 
rights activities, and about at- 
litndes toward the Vietnam 


